
AP English Literature and Composition—McHugh 
2019-2020 Summer Assignment 1 

 

Welcome to AP English Literature and Composition! Please complete the following assignment, which is due 
by Thursday, September 5th. (You may email it to me at amchugh@delranschools.org any time before the 
due date.) 
 

1. Read your “Delran Reads” selection and be prepared to work with it during our first BEAR Day. 
 

2. Read and annotate Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried. Then, respond to the following prompt, 
which appeared on the 2009 AP English Literature and Composition exam: 

 

 
 
Note: Please do not assume that you should respond to this prompt in a five-paragraph essay. You’ll 
obviously need an introduction and a conclusion, but your essay should contain as many body paragraphs as 
you have points to support your thesis. Be sure to use specific details, examples, and quotations from the 
novel to support your ideas. Your essay should be submitted in MLA format.  
 
Make sure you read The Things They Carried carefully, deliberately, and actively. Look up all unfamiliar 
words you encounter, and if you purchase the book, annotate directly in the text as you read.  (Annotations 
are for your own benefit; they will not be graded. If you borrow the book, you should take notes on post-its 
or in a journal.)  Either way, do everything you can to ensure that you have a thorough understanding of the 
novel.   
 
We’ll spend two weeks working with The Things They Carried, and you’ll have the opportunity to rewrite 
your essay once I return it with comments. (As always, I’ll be available to conference with any students who 
wish to discuss their revisions.) 
 
 

 
 

Many works of literature deal with political or social issues. Choose a novel or play 
that focuses on a political or social issue. Then write an essay in which you analyze 
how the author uses literary elements to explore this issue and explain how the 
issue contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize 
the plot.  
 
 
(You may choose any work of recognized literary merit for the third Free-Response Question on 
the actual AP exam, but you must write about The Things They Carried for this essay.) 

If you have any questions, please email me at amchugh@delranschools.org.  Enjoy your summer! 
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